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Aim
The course aims to provide students with understanding of contemporary critical issues
that affect disaster risk management and climate change adaptation, as well as skills and
approaches to independently consider and communicate them. The course builds on
previous knowledge and abilities from one or several subject areas that the students have
developed through previous courses on advanced level.

Learning outcomes
Knowledge and understanding
For a passing grade the student must

• be able to explain particular critical issues in disaster risk management and climate
change adaptation from different and sometimes incompatible perspectives.

• be able to actively relate different critical issues to each other.

Competences and skills
For a passing grade the student must

• be able to critically and systematically integrate knowledge while analysing and



addressing critical issues that affect disaster risk management and climate change
adaptation even with limited information.

• be able to present and discuss various critical issues both orally and in writing.

Judgement and approach
For a passing grade the student must

• be able to demonstrate awareness of ethical aspects of particular critical issues in disaster
risk management and climate change adaptation.

• be able to reflect on her/his own need for further knowledge concerning critical issues.

Contents
The course is structured in modules focusing on different central groupings of critical
issues that affect disaster risk management and climate adaptation, now and for the
future. For instance, the nexus of conflict, disaster, and global change; inequality,
intersectionality, and power; colonial legacies, resistance to facts, and polarization; and
displacement, protection, and the erosion of international law. Students use a
smorgasbord of lectures, literature and online mini-lectures and films—and the course
demands that they actively and independently seek additional material—to inform their
own work, their peer review of other students’ work, and preparations for student-led
seminars where particularly important issues are addressed, facilitated by teachers.

Examination details
Grading scale: TH - (U,3,4,5) - (Fail, Three, Four, Five)
Assessment: Written individual paper, approved portfolio of module assignments, and
participation in compulsory seminars.

The examiner, in consultation with Disability Support Services, may deviate from the
regular form of examination in order to provide a permanently disabled student with a
form of examination equivalent to that of a student without a disability.

Parts
Code: 0121. Name: Portfolio.
Credits: 4. Grading scale: UG. Assessment: Approved portfolio.
Code: 0221. Name: Seminars.
Credits: 1. Grading scale: UG. Assessment: Approved active participation on obligatory seminars.
Code: 0321. Name: Course Paper.
Credits: 2,5. Grading scale: TH. Assessment: Approved written course paper.

Admission
Admission requirements:

Enrolled on the Master’s programme in Disaster Risk Management and Climate●

Change Adaptation

Assumed prior knowledge: VRSN01 Societal Resilience, VRSN05 Foundations for Risk
Assessment and Management, VRSN15 Climate Smart Risk Reducation, VRSN50 Risk
Perception, Communication and Human Behavior

http://kurser.lth.se/kursplaner/23_24%20eng/VRSN01.html
http://kurser.lth.se/kursplaner/23_24%20eng/VRSN05.html
http://kurser.lth.se/kursplaner/23_24%20eng/VRSN15.html
http://kurser.lth.se/kursplaner/23_24%20eng/VRSN50.html


The number of participants is limited to: No
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Contact and other information
Course coordinator: Per Becker, per.becker@risk.lth.se
Course administrator: Linnéa Ekman, linnea.ekman@ebd.lth.se
Further information: This course aims to facilitate to develop understanding of
contemporary critical issues that affect disaster risk management (DRM) and climate
change adaptation (CCA)—e.g. the nexus of conflict, disaster, and global change;
inequality, intersectionality, and power; colonial legacies, resistance to facts, and
polarization; and displacement, protection, and the erosion of international law—as well
as skills and approaches to independently consider and communicate them. The course
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ends with an individual course paper that allows the student to engage in and elaborate on
whatever critical issues she/he consider interesting and important in relation to DRM
and/or CCA.


